Tiffin Columbian High School

Advanced Biology

Instructor:  Mrs. Corrina Waggy

Grading:  I grade by points in class.  You will earn points for everything you accomplish.  This includes homework, labs, notes & so on.  You are responsible to keep track of your own grades!  To calculate your grade, use the following formula:

Total points earned / total points possible x 100 = ____________%

Grading scale:  
A = 92-100
B = 83-91
C = 70-82
D = 60-69
F = 0-59

Assignments are written on the board for the entire week.  Homework must be completed in order to pass this class.  Being absent is no excuse for homework not being done.  If you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to find out what was missed and make up the work.  The white plastic milk-crate that holds any assignments given for the week for your to locate any missing work.

It is important to turn assignments in on time.  This will translate into life after high school by being on time to work, making payments, etc.  Homework will be assigned well in advance and there is no excuse for not having it completed by the due date. 

Late assignments will be graded for 50% value if turned in 1-2 days after due date.  After 2 days it will not be given any value (0%)
Fall Semester Special Assignment: Scientifically written research paper.  This is a mandatory assignment for all 10th grade level science courses.  Next year you will be completing a mandatory science fair project.  

Spring Semester Special Assignment:  Self Directed Studies:  At the beginning of each chapter you will be given an information sheet on specific assignments that you will choose to do on your own.  Some of these will be worth 5 points, some worth 10 points and some worth 15 points.  You must complete 30 points worth of assignments for each chapter.  This will be approximately 18% of your grade for each chapter.  

All work is to be done in blue or black in or in pencil.  The use of any other color will result in a zero!!
ISS/SAC:  The student will responsible for completing all assignments sent to ISS/SAC.  If work is sent to the student and it is not completed – a zero will be assigned.  

Notebook:  All students are required to keep a science notebook.  You must keep all vocabularies and tests for each chapter.  It is highly recommended that you keep all homework, quizzes, and lab worksheets as well.  In the case you feel there is an error in your grade, the only way to prove it is to produce all work for that grading period.  If you cannot, then the grade will stand as is.  
Detentions must be served within 3 days of earning the detention.  If it is not serve within this time period, the office will be notified and you will serve school issued detentions.

Food & Drinks are not allowed in class – ever! (exception:  water)

Cheating of any kind in class will not be tolerated!  Students caught cheating will receive a zero on the assignment, be required to write an essay, and a note will be placed in your school records.  If you are caught cheating for a substitute, the punishment will be doubled!!!

Cell Phones, MP3 Players, & other electronic devices:  must be kept out of sight and turned OFF while in the school building!!!  Use of cell phones or other electronic devices during a test or quiz will be considered an attempt at cheating and disciplinary action will be taken.  (see above)

Classroom Expectations:  Students are expected to observe the Code of Conduct in the TCHS student handbook/planner.  These rules emphasize respect for fellow students, school property, and faculty.

Be Prompt:  Be in your seat by the time the bell has finished ringing.  If you are not in your seat by this time, you will be counted tardy.  This includes if you ask to go to the bathroom before the bell rings!

Be prepared:  Bring all required materials to class every day.  You will not be permeated to go to your locker for missing or forgotten items.  

Be Polite:  Raise your hand and wait to be recognized if you have something to say.  Do not talk while others are I am taking.  Harassment of any kind will not be tolerated. Guest and substitutes will be treated with respect.    

Participate:  All students are expected to be active, productive participants in class every day.

End of the class period:  Clean and organize the room.  All students are expected to help regardless of whose mess it is.

The bell does not dismiss you – I will dismiss you.  I will not dismiss the class until everyone is sitting in his or her assigned seat.

Discipline:  I do have a few instances where I work on a zero tolerance policy.  This would be showing disrespect to fellow students, school property or me, classroom disruptions, belligerent or threatening behavior, sleeping in class or breaking the aerospace rule.  These instances will earn you an immediate detention and maybe a trip to the office.  In the case of cheating or plagiarism you will receive a zero on the assignment in question and possibly a permanent mark in your school records.  Receiving a zero on a single assignment may cause you to fail the course.

I have read and understand the classroom rules.______________________

Date: ___________________

